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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PLAINTIFF 

VS. CIVIL ACTION NO. 

HONG & MEN III, L.L.C. 

and SI V. VO DEFENDANTS 

COMPLAINT 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 

FILED 


MAY 08 2019 



ARTHUR JOHNSTON 


BY, 

DEPUTY 


The United States of America, by and through D. Michael Hurst, Jr., United States Attorney 
for the Southern District of Mississippi, and J. Wesley Webb, Assistant United States Attorney for 
said District, brings this complaint against Defendants Hong & Men III, L.L.C., and Si V. Vo for 
the recovery of a civil penalty, alleging as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This is a civil action brought by the United States of America against Defendants 
Hong & Men III, L.L.C. and Si V. Vo to enforce a civil penalty by the U. S. Department of 
Commerce, North American Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (“NOAA”). 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. This Court has jurisdiction over an action commenced by the United States of 
America under 28 U.S.C. § 1345. 

3. Venue is proper in the Southern District of Mississippi because the principal 
operating office of Defendants is located in Gautier, Mississippi, a location within this district. 

PARTIES 

4. The Plaintiff is the United States of America. 

5. NOAA is an American scientific agency within the United States Department of 
Commerce that focuses on the conditions of the oceans, major waterways, and the atmosphere. 
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6.. Defendant Hong & Men, III, LLC is a limited liability corporation, incorporated 
in the State of Mississippi for the purpose of shellfish fishing, business ID: 982147. and Si V. Vo 
is a fisherman, doing business with Hong & Men, III, LLC. Hong & Men, III, LLC is located at 
3913 Players Cove, Gautier, MS 39553. 

GENERAL FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

7. On or about February 16, 2011, Hong and Men, III, LLC (owner) and Si V. Vo 
(operator), of the F/V ANDY & JOHNNY, JR. did engage in an activity for which a valid Federal 
permit, license, or endorsement is required (fishing for shrimp in the Gulf EEP) without such 
permit, license, or endorsement, in violation of 16 U.S.C. 1857(1)(A) and 50 C.F.R. 622.7(a) 
(renumbered as 622.13(a)). 

8. On or about February 16, 2011, Hong and Men, III, LLC (owner) and Si V. Vo 
(operator), of the F/V ANDY & JOHNNY, JR. did possess or fail to comply with the release 
requirements of red drum, a prohibited species, in violation of 16 U.S.C. 1857(1)(A) and 50 
C.F.R. 622.7(k) (renumbered as 622.13(m)). 

9. On May 16,2014, NOAA sent the debtor the attached Notice of Violation and 
Assessment of Administrative Penalty, listing two violations and related penalty amounts, 
pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1857(1)(A). 

10. Count 1 listed an $18,800.00 assessment for violation of watercraft licensing 
requirements under 50 C.F.R. 622.13(a). 

11. Count 2 assessed a $2,000.00 penalty for violation of regulations at 50 C.F.R. 
622.7(k) requiring the return of specified caught species to the water. 

12. The May 16,2014 Notice provided the debtor with thirty (30) days to either repay 
the $20,800.00 assessment, or request a repayment plan or hearing, before the penalty became a 
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final order. According to NOAA records, the co-debtors did not respond to this notice and did 
not pursue any of these options. 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendants, as follows: 

A. Defendants Hong & Men, III, L.L.C. and Si V. Vo owe the United States of America 
the principal sum of $20,800.00, plus interest, as more fully set forth on the Certificate of 
Indebtedness attached hereto as Exhibit "A". 

B. Due demand has been made for payment. 

C. The Plaintiff United States of America demands judgment against Defendants Hong 

& Men III, L.L.C. and Si V. Vo, as follows: 

i. In the amount of $36,952.21 ($20,800.00 principal and $904.18 in interest 
accrued through January 31, 2019) and total administrative costs 
$15,248.03. 

ii. Interest to accrue at the legal rate to date of judgment, as well as, interest 
from the date of judgment at the legal rate until paid in full. 

iii. Filing fee costs in the amount of $400.00 ($350.00 filing fee plus $50.00 
administrative fee) in favor of Plaintiff, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2412(a)(2); 
and; 

iv. for such other good and proper relief as this Court may deem just. 
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DATED: May 6, 2019. 


Respectfully submitted, 



D. MICHAEL HURST, JR. 
United States Attorney 


’jl&jt&L. 


BY: 


J/)wESLEY2!vEBB (MSB #104495) 
Assistant United States Attorney 
Office of the United States Attorney 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 
501 East Court Street, Suite 4.430 
Jackson, MS 39201 
Telephone: 601.965.4480 
Facsimile: 601.965-4032 
E-maiI: James.Webb2@usdoi.»ov 
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